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T!ie TTi;u?<; resumed llicdebato on tin; Rof^oUiiion 
o'i' Mr. l*ALri!KV, rospectinijMlio iiidividiial |iiivi- 
lo::cs of iiic!ii!ier.s of llie House. ! 
A!r. WICK, .^aicl: I 
I dis;',i:n;f.', folo ado, with Uioso who ft <ir that rvil 
i.s to rciuiU from rrtqiiCiil. and full di.scussin.'is of the 
sul'jojr. of sluvt.'ry. Oo the cnilrary, \ know that, it 
must be di»cu.-i.sod ; and fnr that, dis.iu.^vioii , ivnv or 
i'.uy tinio i.s the projicr tiivu;-. In tlic extrcmr S'Hith. 
you have no discussion, for you liavo but oni' 
opinion. !n t!ic cxtrcn'.u North tlx rc is a pnrti.U 
i-oi^Mdcratioa of t!io subjc';!, but not suf-h !tS to 
fdirit, to any great or suiiicicul exiriit. a frank dis- 
r!i'i::iii-(> of opinions by any, fXi.'!.'pl avowed abo- 
litionist.s, who have nothing; to losf. Thrir mode 
of treating" the si\!ijt'''t. is suliir.ienil y bh.nit. iUu, 
if I nu.st.-'Jx'e n.ot, oih.rr pu'ilical parlies, in sronc 
instances — tlie Whi;^- party aluiost i:;cnora!ly — 
iiifjtcwd of talcing- their urouiid !irniiy upon ilie 
cons;itutional tn;li\, cluuiiy, and pi-acliea! ;;ood 
son.--f;, wlio.se teai'-hing-s, eahrily ami faithfuliy 
prt'.-rnied , are al\v;;y.s a'.''-optabic to the mas:-- of 
An;::ri'.an people, and arc amply sulafient 
to .<;ri;,i;;-c tho iierjieiiiit y (if thi^ r.'uiun, h.-.vi; for- 
p)!ii.-n i!;c relations vvlTudi exist between liicm and 
iheir saatliern brethren, and, to s'ojkj oxN'nt., !;avc 
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to lie rerkless and itud.arious. ! fe i;^ at tin; be>t- 
tom of the rcvolvin;,^ wheel. A revuhiti'in mi:ihi. 
!n;iko a Marat <ir ;i i.)anion e.f him. |-Ienct<, he 
;i;;:t;ues fearli.'ssly and biddly. 11 is auda.eiiy is his 
(M)!iiii;;d virtue. Ilevcn i;ives him ilic ••■■.emulaneo 
of (:our;!u-c. Def'/ini;; all ie.v.s, he ennlrives to be 
tipipareniiy a victim, and assu.'ms da; j^o.iye of n 
martyr ur-on the smallest ioia^^iiiable oeeasions. 
If, iiisii-.id di' perseiMilion, he fnids liimseil' tlio'o!)- 
Jei't of quiet dit;re;.;-ard , he. tliinl;s hiiv.se'f a ni(\st 
uidbiiiniate ;j;on!!eman, and will adil tn the vrromi 
!if the slime, wiiieh he Ir.-ives in his tortU'Uis pajh, 
m hopes to provoke sonie; one to j;ive dim a K'iedc, 
::o llnit he may teel and ptnudaim hinis-..'lf a mar- 
tyr. It i.s inorlifyiii'^ to rellee! thar abolitionism 
^dlould be''.ome sul]i';i\'nt!y fiM-midaJjle in any quar- 
ter to malceilthe ;))Y.'^t';i/ in.terest of pnliiirians, and 
'•specially of pcdilic.:',! psiriics, to even a more local 
t'XOent, !u descend from the platlbrm of tlie ('nnsti- 
tutimuand a.dopt, as a p-art of their ereed.^, do.',T,ias 
so far (adlidin;,^ with the interests auid ri?:hts of en- 
tire .■eeetions of the Union, a.s to justly excite in t!ie 
h(iS(ons of the inhabitants of those se' tion.-- a stMise 
of injiuy and insult. lJut so i; is. And this is the 
cause why this subject of .slavery is so tronble- 
.sonie. Tlie Abolitionist is anKu;:; us. and there lei 
liiin stay, lie has a iiu;ht to bo aoioni: us. 8h il! 
we say that it isdan<:erous todiseu.>s the doi;:>.!a-: oj' 
his paternity because ihc.y have, been adopted l^y 
ollicr.s;' Sir, I fear noihinrr from disciu^sion; that 
is, nothing of evil to the Republic. I may .sufter 
individuaiiy, A few may be pricked by iny say- 
ings and become deadly enemies. They may cau.sc 
me to fall politically. But it will not be by pre- 
senting my opinions .-xncl votef, on this and r.na.lo- 
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irons questions, to those eonstiluent.s by who.«ie 
votes I am le'-re; fur, of those, there are not more 
than .''iirty who v. ill disapprove of my course on 
this subject. I:!ut, a few l)usy men, inspired by a 
sin'^le ide.i, and actio,:,' u[!tin the principle that the 
end justifies the means, may eliect a great deal, by 
u r::ii I against nu' other (;on.s:deraJions. true or false, 
acco.'daiit with th.e jiopuho- [\ cling, .My cour-se on 
this suiqect will never be condemned in my district 
by l.^'emocrats, to any extent, except in whispers 
iimong those who, for liio sake of their own consist- 
ency and candor, ou2'hi to aclwinwledirc themselves 
the iliscijihs of Jioiv P. Fi wx.. A vast majority 
of my Whig constittients v. ill secretly approve of 
my course; liut, for fear of ilieir abolition nllies, 
and bcfan.se i an: a Deniocrat. I slmll never hrjve 
tho lie n( fit of iheir open approval. Tiiey 'ivaid find 
fault with al!»I do or say. 

!»!',t, sir, as a member here, and in the discharge 
of my duty, I would not think of niysedt", but of 
my eon.stituents and country. I am satislled that 
the pi'.l.'iic good, as invidved in the perpetuity and 
geiicra! as'-endency of the Democratic party, will 
be promoted by the free di::cussiem of this .subject. 
As (Uic of my constituents said at an Abolition 
r'on\ei',tion, anri in red'crencc to the speeches he 
there heard, " let every fellov.- talk to his no- 
tion." 8ir, I d'-iiy tiiat, in a r(>publicj any theme, 
projio.-dtion, or /'!•';/<■/, is to be iahnocil. I'lic good 
sense ed' the people will set all right, if you will 
discuss fearlessly, here and el.si. wlicre, in speech 
and in p'rint, and by all other |)ossilde means. 
The people ludd truth and its advocacy in respect. 
"Truth is mi:;hty, anil will prevail." 

I'u! I am digressinu-. iMy Jirst oliject is to .state 
a single reason why 1 sha.il vote against the reso- 
lution before the House. 

1 rio not understnnd that, under our Cimslitutioii 
or laws, any act is a. breaeh of privilege, if its 
iilfetisiveness be ci'mfincil to nienil^ers of the ilonsc 
in their individual chantcler, and if its motive 
be found in the isnoHicia.l conduct of the nie.m- 
ber nr mem!;ers. If a nicrerier be assailed or 
menaced /ec u'Oiv/.s ,s;>o/.'(?i in ihlntlr, or for llic dis- 
r'lar^r dJ liir^ dulij, 1 grant it is a breach of privilege. 
IJi'.t nothing of the kind is alle:;ed in this case. Ji 
the member from Ohio [.Mi-. ("I iiioixfrs] will bring 
hiniself within iny views of the ( 'onsiitution and 
law, I v/:!l not [c'.u.-e to inquire wle tlier this ap- 
]iIica.lion leu- the t.'Xerlion of liic most extraordinary 
and d;m:;erous pov. er of this Flonse is or is not 
l.'rought I'.irv.-ani from ti i-egard for the honor and 
p-rerogatives of the House. I will not sufl'er my- 
self to jrucss that tiie honorable member's forced 
popularity at home, hot-lionsed into a long con- 
tinu.anee by ;i tornier expulsion from this IJall, 
as just as it was impoliti'-, is failing for want 
of thorns to crackle under his pot; and thnt, in 
order to remain here, or elsewhere in |vditical life, 
longer, he must have a new inventory of martyr- 
doms to lay before hi.s most respectable, though 
somewhat peculiar constituency; and that lie 
made a pilgrimage to the W.a.shington city jail to 
;;;'e th' se who '.vere th.erc in durance, (bt'.t v/ho 
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were no constituents of lus.and who had immediate 
Representatives in this and the otlier Hall, to 
whom they could apply,) in hopes to be mobbed 
or threatened, so as to make a case lo bring before 
the House and country, and so to bring to the no- 
tice of the good ijcoplc of the Western Reserve his 
most martyr-like virtues, and the great wicked- 
ness of Washington city mobs, and thus incline j 
the hearts of the excellent citixciis of said Reserve ! 
to give him another lease of his desk here for a j 
two years' term, renewable fi.rever. 1 would not j 
deprive the honorable member of the advantage 
resulting from such amiable diplomacy. 1 wish 
him lo retain his place here. 1 have got used to 
liim. The House and the country are used to 
him. 1 fear there would be a stagnation here if 
we were deprived of his presence. Besides, sir, I ! 
ain persuaded tl\at liis constiti<ency will always — j 
for a long time to come, at least — return to this : 
Houac some sort of political monstrosity; either) 
an abolition-mounted Whig or a Whig-niounted ! 
Abolitionist. Now, sn-, the lionorable member ■ 
has, in a sort, been a fixture here for a long time, ! 
and 1 myself have cultivated for him a peculiar 
regard — a sort of affection; and as 1 was raised, as 
they say in Virginia, in iWia same Western Reserve, 
I have the most friendly reminiscences concerning 
many of his consllluency, when they and I were 
gossoons together; and 1 give it as niy deliberate 
opinion that there is no man in the world can so 
well represent them, while they are sucli as they 
now are, as the honoral)le member himself. There- j 
fore, if I suppo.sed it needful, lo the honorable | 
member, 1, would do anything in reason to secure 
him political perpetuity. But it is not now need- ! 
ful. If we refuse the desired inquiry, t.h;it will be | 
persecution. And if wo grant it, he will get a first- j 
rale electioneering document, at public expense, in ; 
llic evidence reported by the committee. For tliat 
matter, he has it now in his statement presented i 
by the honorable member from iVlassachusetfs; for i 
the majority of his constituents will think his pil- 1 
grimago to the city jail was a mission of mercy,! 
and will think of him t'or President — though I kno'w i 
his well-underslood modesty will decline that honor 
— and then they will wonder at his iiioderation ! 

I vote against th.c resolutions, and the inquiry 
which tliey propose, (as I hope 1 have demon- 
strated,) from no lack of kindly feeling toward.s 
the honorable member from Oliio, but soleiy be- j 
cause the menaces which he states to iiavc been ' 
ultorod against liim were, not aimed at, or caused j 
by, any specific words si'iokou in discussion here, ! 
nor at nor by any act of oilicial duly. It i.s those ' 
matters aloi'.o that arc protected Ijy our Anicrican ; 
doctrine of privilege. I know the J'Inglish prcce- ! 
dents go furtlicr. J'at I do not recogni/.e their au- \ 
thority. They arc not ada|itcd to our institutions^ '• 
or to the state of things in this country. If a mem- j 
ber of Congress gets into a personal" scrape when : 
cruising on his ov/n hook about liie purlieus ofj 
Washington, and bcyoiui th.e prei'incts of the Cajii- 1 
tol, he must rely on tlio judiciary of the. District. ' 
I believe justice is us well admitii.^ii(!n.d here as it ! 
is in Ohio or in Indiana, and the hnvs alTurd the! 
niost ample remedies. ; 

1 v/ish to premise my further remarks l)y a brief' 
nairative of the events which have proiluced a! 
temporary excitcfnent in this Hall, and which will ' 
(as was intended) extend into certain vicinities of 
the country. 

A few days ago, a vessel from one of the north- 
ern ports landed at a public vvharf in (icorgeiown, 
within this District, ((..Jeorgrtown, in fm.-i, u;!ioi.Ms; ' 
this city,) and diHc!iargi:d a !o:ui i.-f firew.rj.L In ' 



a night or two after discharging freight, the vessel 
made .sail down the river. The next morning near 
eighty slaves were missing in this city and George- 
town, having been taken on board said vessel. 
Under the direction of the constituted judicial au- 
thorities, or of the persons interested, or both, a 
steamboat maile pm-suit in a few liours, and, in a 
peaceable and orderly manner, overtook the pirat- 
ical craft, and brought it, the captain, and crew, 
and also the runaway slaves, back lo this cily^ 
and lodged then) in jail. On the way from the 
steamboat landing to the jail, there was no mate- 
rial disturbance, though I heard a few exclama- 
tions against the alleged thieves. I should sfiy no 
more than, if as nfmch as, I have heard on several 
occasions of the arrest of horse thieves, taken with 
the stolen l)orses in their possession, and brouglit 
into n\y 0\vn good and orderly town of Indianapo- 
lis. A member of this House [Mr. Giddixos] 
went to the jail to visit the alleged criminals. They 
were not constituents of his, but strangers to him. 
He took with him his friend, Mr. Hamlin, and 
recomniended him to the criminals as a lawyer, to 
be employed for their defence. They (the prison- 
ers) had not sent for the honorable member, or 
for Mr. Hamlin. They are said to be principal 
owners of the vessel aforenamed, and needed no 
ciiarity. A variety of inferences have been .started 
us to the motive of the lionorable member in visit- 
ing the jail and prisoner-s. The honorable mem- 
ber understands himself as having been influenced 
by considerations of humanity solely. In the com- 
munity of this District, the act was understood as 
an cfTort publicly to give the sanction of the honor- 
able member's name in condemnation of the slave- 
holding which their fathers practised, and taught 
them to practi.se, and as u .sort of defiance of iliem. 
By some persons it was simply understood as a 
not very res|tectable act. These inferences, of 
others than the honorable member, may or may 
not be correct. I know the honorable member 
likes troubled waters; but I am .slow to conclude 
against him the implication of low or dishonorable 
motive. Yet I must acknowledge, that had thft 
honoral)le member failed to assure us that his mo- 
tives were merely h.unume, and were he a stranger 
lo me, i should, on the case stated, have inferred 
that he went to the jail on purpose to get into a 
.scrape. And but for his assurances, I should have 
inferred that M r. Hamlin was hi.s special friend, 
and that he v/as anxious to place him in a position 
as counsel fur these prisoners, to present his bill;', 
to the northern Abolition societies, whose promiit- 
itudc in paying such bill.'-., on the certificate of th'; 
honorable member from Ohio, will not be doubled. 
They are capital paymasters. One or two of nvy 
professii)nal brethren at home tried them, and found 
they bled freely. If the honorable member's frieiui 
should, in con.^equcnce of being a .stranger, and of 
his social connections, be of no service to his cli- 
ents, but the business have to be done by the law- 
yers of this District, who understand the local law;) 
and the practice of the courts, and who, from their 
knowledge of the po]iulation, can under.standingly 
challenge jurors — why, .so much the greater will 
be his obligations lo ihe honorable tncml)cr. 'J'iio 
worst inference which, in tlic absence of the as.sti- 
rances of the honorable member, I could make, 
would be, that he had got his friend a fee, and 
done something to be talked of among llie good 
people of the Western Reserve — thus killing two 
birds with one stone; and if he failed in getting 
hiinself mobbed, why, he saved his bacon. 

A luMidsome young Englishman eloped to the 
■f"Mtii;ont with the ugly old wife of an carl. At 
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Florence, he met a quondam colI<?gc chum, who 
iiskcd liim thus: *'Ncd! what, in ilie name of all 
tJiat is wonderful, made yoa run ofi" with such a 
frii^litful bag of shuttles — such a withered, ha;2:gard, 
dricd-up specimen of ifie feminine gender as is this 
countess?" "Why," said Ned, " I tried every 
way to do somciiut)^ to be talked of, and gel 
into the gazette — all in vain. I determined to be j 
iiotorinus. The countess was the only woman of j 
rank who would run olT with me, and find me 
guineas to make me happy. Had I run otT with 
II young, bcautiftil coinm(nier, it would have been 
a small alTair. But a countess, eh! Notoriety, 
my dear fellow; notoriety is everything." If the 
honorable member from Ohio worships the same 
goddess with this sprig of aristocracy, he will find 
her propitious, I fancy, under the circumstances, 
which seem to have grown up as if by magic to 
his h;md. I am persuaded he will be a fixture in 
political life, here or elsewhere, not while " sun j 
and moon endin-c" — not " while grass grows and j 
water runs" — but so long as just his corner of! 
Cuncombe should have the bad taste to appreciate j 
!i!S services at less than their great value, it can so 
happen that he can become the subject of an expul- 
sion, an investigation, or of a fuss in general. 

Why, sir, the honorable member is not an ex- 
ception to the rule. Many a clever fellow, elected 
us the first clioice of his district, ami called a right 
smiut man at home, sinks into disregard i>ecause he 
does nothing here for notoriety — nothing to be made 
the sul)jcct of an editorial, a letter, or a speech. 

I have made a sliding scale of the mei'.ns of ac- 
quiring notoriety as a member of this House, 
drawn from the most authentic sources, and find 
tlietn as follows: 

1st. To be gloriously persecuted. 

Od. To get into a fight. 

3d. To have many heated alterrntions, and al- 
ways get the belter in ihe way of hard sayings. 

4ih. To move a suspension of the rules often, fur 
"die purj'ose of introducing popular nroi'iositions. 

5th. To make frequent personal explanations. . 

It is true ttial the first three will be almost un 
availing, unless you can gel the editors and letter- 
writers to take the matter in hand; and it is also 
true rhat our masters have so far come to an un- 
derstanding of the last two, that none but a green 
one will rely nuu'.h upon them. Bui if a man can 
only bring 'all of those means into his service, he ■ 
is in a fair way to become a tall cedar, and, as a i 
mem!)er of this House, pereimial. j 

I myself have never iiud any reason to complain i 
■of persecution. They lied on me some at honio: j 
but thai was to be expected. Here I have com- | 
.plain<Ml of nothing. I had a bargain with one of j 
my Denmcraiic friends to get up an altercation, ' 
and consequent fiirht; but we abandoned the plan, ; 
for fcnr w-e should both burst into a laugh, and so i 
expose our plot. I have had thoughts of" light- ! 
ing on" some little fellow of a Wliig, but then I \ 
am afraid of" foreign intervention." j 

Tlie honorable menUjcr from Ohio seems t.o un- 1 
dcrstand such things; arid I appc;-.! to his |icrson!iI ■ 
kindness to get me into some scrape, which will 
make a great udise and fups without hurling skin or ■ 
bfinc, so that my good constituents may see that I ; 
am fighting glormusly in their behalf. If the honor- ; 
a'.ilc nicniiier refuse me this favor, I very much fear i 
that I .shall never enter this Mall after the expira- i 
Uon of ilie |irescnt Conirress. To be sure I am 
here late, early, and always, ansA'cr ail letters, at- 
tend to all commissions, vole on all questions, and 
make speeches when I cat) gel the floor. But there 
is no excitement in these things; they arc too 



common. 0! if I could only get myself terribly 
mobbed, orwhipped, or whip somebody, or gel per- 
secuted ! Verily, my good nature and my industry 
will be my ruin ! Would it not be hard for a man 
to lose a seat in Congress only because he attends 
to his business, and will he a gentleman? 

But, sir, I am wandering somewhat from the 
point, I fear. 

In addition to the facts wh.ich I have stated, but 
little remains to be told. It is said that there have 
been mobs collected in this city, on two consecu- 
tive nights, following the events already narra- 
ted. 1 was present at one of them. Ii was a very 
orderly mob — much more so than this House 
often is. It passed divers resolutions. I was not 
pleased with one of them. I am not always pleavsed 
with the resolutions adopted by this House. They 
resolved that if the editor of a certain abolition 
newspaper, published in Washington, did not, be- 
fore the next night, remove his press from the 
District of Columbia, they would remove it for 
him. He did not remove it. At the time appoint- 
ed the mob " met pursuant to adjournment." Did 
they tear down the press, or retnovc it ? Not a bit 
of it. The editor of the abolition paper (to his 
honor be it spoken) stood his ground. He iriform- 
ed the most gentlemanly mob that, so far as their 
resolution was concerned, he w-as a luillifier. He 
threw himself upon his reserved rights. Where- 
upon this most polite and law-abiding mob (to its 
everlasting honor, and to the honor of Washington 
city, and of the District of Columbia, lie it spoken) 
most magnanimously backed out, and nullified its 
own resolution; and there stai»ds the abolition 
printing press and oilice in all their glory! That 
it was esuiblished here ot» purpose to be mobbed, 
ami demolished, so as to excite sym[)aihy, and 
force abolition principles and feelings upon the 
people of the northern States, many do, and will 
continue to believe. I do not. Be that as it may, 
if the peoj^le of this District will not demolish an 
abfililion press, located among ihein, within a week 
after near a hundred of their slaves li;ive bi;e!i sto- 
len, they never will. So mole it be. 

I believe I have narrat.:-(| all the maieri;vl facts, 
exf.eptthal some blackguin-d, or abolitionist, threw 
a few stones out of .soivie dark corner and broke a 
window or two a little. 

" Behold how great a matter a little firekindlelh." 
Out of this aliair, a very animated discussion has 
aiisen iti this Hall, and the honorable member 
from Ohio is, in one way or the other, sure ofhis 
crown of nuirlyrdom. The abolitionists of the 
North, and the cavaliers of tlie South (some of 
them) will, for once, a^rree in o)ii!iion. They will 
both swear (to the best of their knowledge and 
belief) that there is a prodigious excitement all 
over tlie country. When a man is drunk he takes 
every man he sees to be drunk. 

I am well aware that my calm mode of consid- 
ering this sultjeci accords not at all with the polit- 
ical interests of abolitionists. Nor will it be ac- 
ccptiiblc to the tastes of tlic thoroughbred south- 
ern cavalier. The interests of the one would be 
liciter suijscrved, and the tastes and feelings of the 
oiher more dattered, if I would go into S(nnc sort 
of a fit Oil the occasion of the discussion of this 
terril)le topic! Excuse nie, gentlemen, I am not 
spasmodically disposed. 1 am not inclined to take 
either a convulsion or <ui epileptic fit on tiic occa- 
sion. No! noteven an hysiericspasm. The topic 
is not a terrible one to mc, nor to those by whose 
voles I am here. Your united arguments and 
vociferations cannot induce me to believe, or to 
say without believing it, that the Union is in any 
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iniivicdiatc (.U\!i,i;cr on account t(f slavery or a!)i)!i- i 
tiotiism, or of the tV>ily or wii'lcetliiess ofeitiier. ; 

[ pro[io.se to i^ive a .synopsis of the opiiiion.s of; 
myself, and of all (except about thirty) of iho.sc • 
by whose vole.s i am hero. Li-stcn, and sec l\o\v i 
you like our way of think ini;;. 1 propo.se not otdy , 
" to speak to the licsi o!':ny knowlrt!:;e and !)e!ief ; 
tiie truths and iiDthini; iint. ilic truth," (as i.s, I be- '■ 
lieve, usual hero,) but alsij to ".speak the wlmle j 
truth;" in wliich rcs[)ect 1 .shall perlutps ijc rather | 
unfashianablc. ; 

Our opinions arc about as fullow.s: i 

].st. The original cause of .slavery — the slealing ■ 
of men and women in Africa — was, in our ^piniun, ' 
an act, or a scries of acts, uf unnatural, oppressive, : 
and unmitii^ated wronj,^. Si>, also, we ihink of. 
knowin;:;iy pun^iiasin^, a;? .slaves, the women and • 
men thus sluien. 

2d. We under.siand, in reference to the holding of ; 
slaves by descent, i>r |iurciiase tVoni those to whom : 
they have desi'.eiuled, thai it may or may iiot be 
wmn;^", accurdiiu); to cirrumsluuct's and the intent i 
of lise actor. We i:erii;rally wiiuld ai!;ree upon the 
deciaratiim of one uf the few c.hurchcs, wiiose or- ; 
gani/alion in the United Slates lias ur>t been broken ■ 
up (to their sljame be it spoken) by the unrirofua- ! 
bie agitation of this sub;iect — not irenerally amou::^ ' 
the cliurcli mf:!Viber.s, but princip;i!ly amon^ tlic [ 
clergy in their periodi>'al assemblies, convenuons, [ 
or conferences — which declaration, if my memory , 
docs not fail me, is in these words, to wii: "Slave- ! 
holdiii;;, as practised in these United Stales, is not, i 
in i(seif, of necessity, sin." j 

.'M. We believe that the introduction of slavery ■ 
into ihe United S'ates, though brought about by ' 
nets in viohuion of his law, is of the proviilencc of, 
God; and tliaf, i)i defiance of ilic madness of fanat- i 
ics, and not by their a<iency, He will bring <jut of ; 
it great good to iiis creature man, tlic sjiecial object 
of his providence and grace. : 

4!h. We hold that, under the Constilulion of the i 
United Stales, Congress has no pov/er to cither | 
aut!iori/,e or prohi'oii slavery in any State or Tcr- : 
ritory of the United States. Vv^e admit the power ' 
of Congress lo regul.ite slavery in lee Oi^tri'-t of; 
Columbia; and we think that Congres-S ought to \ 
exercise that power by :)rudentar.d moderate legis- i 
lation aimed at any abuses v.'hich e.\ist. A. strict ' 
construction of tlie Constitution forces us lo t'lis : 
conclusion. .Vs D. niocrats, we are bound lo ad- 
}icro to a strici co/iistruriion ot' lliai instrument. It ; 
is therein that we differ from Fetlcralisis, whom , 
we accusu of iVitteriiig away the Cunslitulion i)y a 
liberal construction of it. 

I am aware tliat <uie of my votes, given in the 
last Coiigrcss upon an amend iinMit lo the Oregon 
bill, conllicts wiili an opiiiioii expresseil in this 
paragraph. '!.'h;it was I't tVire 1 haij thoui^iu well 
upon the subject, with the Consiitution In-fore me. 
If any one v.'ishes to hit me a ]iersonal rap, in retort 
for some of my general remarks not exaiMly to his 
taste, 1 can furnish him with much more glaring 
instances uf change of opiiiinn and practice, on my 
part, than in this .small matt.-r. 

oih. We hohi that souk; oi' our northern fricmls 
very uraiu'.iou.sl v :^llouMel•, as iiatioiial suis, mat- 
ters of law, under the tjxclusive control of ^^tates 
and TerritMi-ies. We deny, as aniiipiaied, and as 
ajiperiaiiiiiig to a d.ir'c a^'i', ihc tiiition tliat one 
man can lie fiuule morally ri'sjiour-;iblij for any but 
his ov.ui acts, and those wliicli ho (lirecllij eiu'onr- 
ages otiicrs to commit. We are skeptical, ;.rener- 
aily,as to there being any .such thing iis nati(nial 
sin. And, in this connec.iioii, we deny that it i.s 
any part of tb.e duty of the pcijjile of jNcw Eng- 



land, or of the Western Reservo, to repent of ihr 
sins of .souti'iern slaveholders. We deny the vir- 
tue of any such vicarious repentance; and, with all 
our charity, we .=ioinetime.s fear that those vrho 
thus busy themselves about the transgressions of 
others, will, a.n a consrrp.ience, become sad phari- 
sees, and eacli go bhinderiu'.^ a!on2 with on ninniti- 
gated beaiii in his own eye. Wc intimate tins 
most respectfully. 

(>th. We respectfully suggest to our slavehold- 
ing l.'reliiren to consider of the propriety of gradu- 
ally emancipating their slaves, and hope they will 
efiect that object at ilio tinie they may judge best; 
am! wft make it a special request that they will so 
conduct the operation as not to inundate us with 
their emancipates. We dread the preaence of u 
numerous colored population among ust, and have 
endeavored to provide against it by State leiri.slatioiu 
Uut such lawH will be evaded. The nev/spiapcrSr 
from Maine to Texas, have said that our supreme 
court has ijeciiied our law on this .su'oject to be 
imconstiiutional; on the contrary, the court deidded 
the law to be constitutional ruu.[ bindioir. The 
court consisted of a man fronv" the old Bay State,'" 
a Je.rsey mail, and a Viri^'-inian. The court wa.s 
unaniivmus, I believe. The newspapers are not 
right ali'-iij.js. 

Tlh. We esteem a professional slave-de,aler a.s au 
immitigaied brute beast. 

8th. Wc deny that an increase of the area of 
slavery will, of necessity, increase its volume, uii- 
h;ss thfi imjtortatioi) of slaves be again authorized., 
which no one thinks of. We can see that it may 
better the condition of slave.^. V7e can see that 
the huddling together in a small compass of the 
slaves of the country may accelfM-atc envuicipation. 
IJul we also sec that such hasty cmanc.ipatioi;. 
would be likely to bring upnu us in Indiana an 
avahinche of cohu'ed population. Admitting that 
evil is to be i'eared, as to thf! continuance of slavery 
as a consequence of e.Ktending il.s pos.silile area, we 
deny the constitutional power of Congress toleiris- 
late in prevention of that evil. It i.s a matter of 
municir.al legislation app-ertaining to the States and 
Territiu-ies. W e do not see the end. But we are 
sure that God does. 

i)th. \A^hcn we hear a man declaim about the 
liardship to nm-lhern laborers resulting from slave 
labor coming in competition with tlieir laljor, we 
are sure he does not understand himself, if he pro- 
iioses, as a remedy, the aliolition of slavery or it.s 
restriction. If the slaves be eniancipnted, their 
labor will slill and nevertheless coniinuo. to come 
in competition with the labor of the white man of 
the \oi-tii. If the importation of slaves were |irac- 
tisod or allowed, the argument would b-e good 
again.si such importation. The bonevol(;nt aboli- 
tionist or anti-slavery man ought not lo insist oi! 
this argument. It is unsound. 'J'o remove the 
ciunp'etition created by the labor of the eolor((J 
mail; it will not bo snincieiil to emancipate him. 
The poor fellow mustbeextermiiiated, to releas(^ the 
v/hiie laborer from the competilioii complained of 
it is very important sometim(;s to examine subjeitts. 
Do you rcmcmlicr the story of |1r. I''ranklii'i, tiic 
philosoiiher.'^, tlio bucket of water, and the fish r 
hlnough ?;a.id I 

JlJih. We doiil.n not but that there are many 
cruel masieis in the South, who misuse and tn iil 
cruelly lln.ir slaves, to a gi eater or less extent; but 
v.-e. do not Ix^lieve that God sent all the evil human 
nature into the southern States, and all the choice 
qualities of the same .article into New England, 
iS'ew York, the Western Reserve, i.S:c. Wi: gius^ 
He adjusted tlie m.atter about equally. A man oi' 
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we;iUh and of a cruel disposition in t!ic South, we 
suppose, will indulge lunisnlf in oppression and 
cruelty towards his slaves; and the sanie sort of a ; 
man in the North will uniusc himself by lordinij it : 
over his poor neij^hbors, oppressing the widow and ■ 
the fatlierless, and tyrannizin<j over his wife, chil- '■ 
dreii, and servants. One thing wc know: enian- 
cipiiled ufgrocs and runaways among us, after a ', 
little experience, universally prefer being employed '\ 
as servants by those of our people who are from i 
Kentucky and Virginia, They say tliat Yatikees ; 
do U'lt know how to treat colored people. In fact, I j 
iuive frequently known them prefer pinchinu; want, I 
in their own lit tle cabins, to piofitable service in the ' 
most rcs))ectalile faniilif.-; from the eastern States. | 

Moreover, wo dou!)t not but that tlie truly be- i 
nevolent man can, ami does, as the owner of slaves, j 
find numerous opportunities of exerting his good ; 
qualities in his denieonor towards them, lie can ' 
be, ;uid frciiueiilly is, to his slaves, iViciul, coun- ; 
seiloi', and physician. We are of opinion tiuit ; 
suc.ti masters are more frequently found in rural 
life tlian in towns. T.ho town spoils the skive, and i 
docs not morally improve tlie tnaster. We i)eiievc ; 
that a greatdoal of southern benevolence finds scops j 
in most praiseworthy ellbrts to improve ii>ecoiKii- i 
lion of the slave: anci are satisfied that, in many in- | 
staiir(!S,sniithorn chivairv expends much tenderncsf-. ' 
Ujion the fen-ale .slave. Wc do not ])raise this. j 

New Enguuul is full of benevolence. Witness < 
the numerous associations formed with a design j 
to better the coiidition of man, Sometimes, when ; 
wc become a little pharisaical ourselves, we in a-ard- i 
ly smile at the ostentation of t!ie thing; but wc 1 
give a iiosiiitabie reccpliiMi to ail tin; missionaries 
t!ic .\e\v iMiglaud societies send amont; us to criu- [ 
vert the heathen of hidiana; and, thus t'ar, some ; 
of our young save.'ies marry the lemaJe teachers' 
tlioy sen<l us, about as soon as they come to luuiii. 
Send them on. They make good wives; and they j 
loidc "so i\lniighty sliek," that thr.y will si->on be : 
released tVom sc!u>nl-teachiiig, by l.)eiitg called to , 
preside over t!ic lii')uses of yousig lloosiers. Jf; 
they preside over the Moosier's person and niiiul, i 
as w.ll us over his affairs, why — no odds — it is ^ 
not slavery. Wc hold tln'. northern and sou.thf.'rn ! 
people to i)e alike good and alike liad. They arc | 
gooii ami b;ui in different v.-ays. Wore we to crit- I 
icise von, wc shotdd sav that there are a good \ 
VMxny sinners in the Sotsth, and a gomd many Phari- 
sees at the North; and we dou!>t not tiuit if you ' 
were to get, ovitof temjicr with us, on precisely the ' 
5?ainn day, yaw could get up a joint meeting of pu- 
ritans and cavaliers, and inianimously vote us out 
of the synagogue as puldicans. Do so, if you feel ' 
like it. In return, wc wish you !)Oth v.-ell, and ■ 
pray God to cure ytui of vour mutual disposition 
to repent of eneh other's sins, whereby you con- 
v( rt this 1 liill into tin arena, tor unreasomdjle, un- 
chai'iiabie, and rcjiroac.hful s(|ual)I.ding, in which 
we talu; no interest, except to lie paincti tlierel)y. 
We have no respect for your unfr.iJernal objurga- 
tions. • !%\-cuse our plainness. It is otu" way. 

11th. We have v.'ii iicssed , for years, the un- 
]'>rn til able and most injuriiuis elTe.-ts result ini: fmm 
eilbrts f) le;:is|;Ate, contrary to tin; (..'onstitution, nii 
th.e siiiijcci of slavery, whereby nuicli time lias 
licen wasted , and iTiuch ill feelingmid local jealousy 
hrouglit imo existence, and have rescjlved to es- 
teem most hi^Milv those who are most silent on 
that topic in this ! l;i!l. AVc tire aware that Demo- 
crats, professing to be .strict construc.titmisis, some- ; 
times l)ring the subject forwtird. T'or the benefit ; 
of such, I will tell aotory. A cl.'ver young Hoosicr | 
was riding along one of our roads. He was mount- ! 



ed on a full-blooded wliip and Bert rand liorso. lie 
met a wealthy and respectable gentleman, reason- 
ably good-looking, very ruddy, and ratlier (ddish, 
who was mounted on the ugliest specimen of horse- 
flesh imaginable. Me (tlie horse, not the nnin) 
was snip-iios(5d, big-iicaded, ewe-necked, sv.-ag- 
backed , hog-rum ped, sicklc-hamed , tiniber-limljed, 
knock-kneed, and clump-footed. Moreover, his 
mane and tail were not flowing, but bristly; each 
fetlock was like a festoon of chestnut burs, and lie 
had a vile trick of stumbling agaitist any other 
horse he met on the road. In that way he victim- 
ized the horse of our young cavalier, repeatedly, 
while the two rider.s were taking a cliat en passant. 
The following dialogue thereupon took jilace l.ie- 
tween the rider of the fine horse, whom we will 
call for the nonce P.lood, and the rider of the ugly 
horse, whom we will teinporarily ciiristen by the 
natne of Jade. 

Jihod. I say, inv iic;u' sir, ycai riile Jast a letuie tlie ugticst 
spiTiiai'ii (it' liiir.-i'ilcsii I evei- diil see. It is a uiarial >(iiniie 
to Im' liiiiri;: siioli an ;uiiiii;il I'oiuiit tii" enuiUiy, lilinidei iiii: 
:iHiiiu>l peojiii;. Si'i', youi iiliominalile Ik a-t lins {'i-.rl-.eil my 
iiurse till lic u il? lujip lor a aunitl!, ami in: iuis Lmrisiai my 
shin lilii: liiiiz'.'s. Yen niiiiht to .-liodt liiai. • 

Jiiili-. I am Itoaiiil t(» actkiinwii. ii'.a; thai my lidr.-e is no 
t)(;aiity, and In.' is na irr-.-a! saddle liDrsv. inr iiUaiuliiiii; 
cnrii, liarrowia^ in nais, saaUiii!; lojjs, ami riding' nmnd tin; 
I'arm, iie is eaiiiial; am! then iie is so <;ooi1 and (luii L lor t!ie 
ii lys li> i iJr 1(1 !i:i!l. ami till' id.l \\ uiiiaM tn an emiL'. I ail- 
mii he is a had roadster, ami hliuiders aL'aiii>t iLMipii! to a 
deirree. ilat i say, let them kee|) (lut of the \va}'. 

lihoil. (lave you no l)(;iler saddle- hor.-i; 

Jiiilc. Yes. several; Imt it sails mt! to riile, this heast. li 
think to j\ircc •^oiiw our to Innj liini. 

Blood'. Soli I old li'llow, is iliat yonr policy.' Now. \ do 
not hiami' yonr horsi! for bi'inL* n:;ly. lie is as he was made. 
I do not liianu! yon for ownin:; him, ami nsii;'^ Jiim i.l h nne, 
for your plon^hin;.', harr'iwiuii, and snaku!:;. ;in(i for your 
dome^tie ridiiiir ronnd your t'arm; hnl if yon are a triiivcr 
lellow, ymi will ki-i'p lhai horse at hovau 

And so say I to northern Democrats of the Wil- 
inoi pri)visu and selt'-called anti-extensiou-oi'-thc- 
area-of-slavery stamp. You cannot cxjtect ever 
to convert southern Deriiocrats. You tried your 
band al browbeating western Denioi;rats last Con- 
gress; viut m:idc personal attacks upon them; 
your few ;\dherents in their districts chindcstinely 
soiighi to subvert thern; but they are here aiiain ; 
and several who voted with vou last CouLircss 
nmv vote against you. The old men — ilu' nei^li- 
bfu'liooil jioliticians, who love the unity of the 
Democratic i>arty, and look upon it its th.e rock 
of politieal safety--gave some of them a bint, I 
guess. And from the wiiy the northern hcmocratic 
V(Mes go, I ijuess there have bi'en some hiin.s given 
and tak'cn in that quarter. Vour uuly beast of a 
horse may carry you tbrotti^^li your districts well 
enough; liut if you briric; him here upon the na- 
timial highway, the riding of him can give you 
small satisfactirm , unless you can find a malicious 
plea.sure iti th.e idea that ymi may unhorse a neigh- 
bor, or niayhiipal least mak'e htm rul.i a shin. In 
the spirit of kindnes.s, I tell you to kee|i that horse 
at lirniie. lUit, say you, our constiiuenis exjieci us 
to ride that horse. We rode him tlirou^rli ourdis- 
triets. lie ciirried us into the ad'ecti'ms <>\' our 
constituents, tor v.'heii we went a-wooing to theui, 
we weio ( ver (ui his back. Well, then, ;ni to theui 
and tell them "the truth. Tell tlimi that lliis same 
horse is a l.nul cross id' democracy and abnlition- 
isi\i: that he wins no race on the national denio- 
cratie. (;oiirse; that, ii'i ploiigliing the national cim'II- 
field lie runs on a.nd plmi^-lis ufi the corn iuid leaves 
the Wf^eds standing; ;i)id that no one re.iiard.s hiit^. 
with either respect or fear, exce)H now and then a 
cavalier, who takes ;i fright at him, before he get.s 
used to him. If that fails, read my speech to them; 
and if that fails, advise them thai they ought to 
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vote with the Abolitionists, and say so to tlicm in 
the s]\irii of kindness, as I now speak to you, 
••Honesty is the be.sl policy." We know that 
your course is so ({isgusiful to the Democrats of 
the south(;ru SttUos, tluit if i!ic middle and western 
States were to follow you, the southern Democ- 
racy would withdraw from their connection with 
northern Democrats, and the party organization 
would thus be broken up. This would brinfi all 
the elections of Prcsiileni into this House, to be 
carried by the higliesi bidder, or by corrupt coali- 
tions of mere factions, without reference to prin- 
ciple, 1 wish to be inj)rder, Mr. Speaker. 1 do 



tlie negroes to the southern colonies and barter 
them for cotton, sugar, indigo, and rice: take the 
cotton, sugar, indigo, and rice to England and bar- 
ter them for manufactures, and bring the mani'.fac- 
twrcs home and sell them — inaking four [irofits on 
the cajiital invested, to wit: one pnAh on the rinn, 
guns, and gunpowder-, another on, the negroes; 
another on the cotton, sugar, rice, and indigo; and 
a fourth on the manufactures; New England not 
only did not allege aught against sluveluilding, but 
she justified and maintained man-stealing. She 
moreover justified the selling of rum to poison the 
poor Africans, and maintained, by the sale of guns 



not mean this House. This House is honest. Hut ! and gunpowder, the bloody and desohiting wars in 
if parties, based ujion principle, cease to control ■ Africa which brought victims to your slave marts, 
this Government, factions, luiving no common! These tilings, sons of the Pilgrims, your fathers 
bond but love of place and plunder, will control it; ; did. The tiling worked in a circle. Their rum 
and if honest parties are subverted or dissolved, | turned ihe African chief into a demon. To obtain 
and factions prevail, Presidential elections will con- i more of the accursed fire, he would sell his own 
stantiy or frequently come into this House; and, : people, or make war on a neighboring tribe, to 
in that event, you v- ill not have an honest House ; bring tlicm to the slave ships of your fi\thers. The 
here long. No, sir I This temple of liberty will \ slaves brought high prices in the South, where the 
become a den of thieves," i climate and .soil made their htlior more pro,<iiable 

We catjnot, therefore, go with you. We arc the than in New England. Therefore, and not be- 



majority of the Democratic party — i. e., we and 
the southern Democracy— witli whom we continue 
to jog along pretty comfortably by the exercise of 
no more nuitual forbearance and charity than our 
Bible enjoins, and by refraining from mutual 
aggression or reproacli. In this matter, we tell 
ycnx before the country, the world, and God, that 
you are aggressors. No one is seeking to impose 



cause they thought slavery an evil, which tliey 
wished to keep far from them, they sold the ne- 
groes in the South. The South had no ships; your 
fathers had them, and therefore they received in 
exchange for the negroes the products of the South, 
and carried them abroad to exchange for manu- 
factures to be soid at home. Though born in 
Pennsylvania, I am a full-blooded Yankee; and I 
any slavery upon you; and no one asks you to vote | stand here, sustained by all history, and mxy cttr 
for u law to establish slavery any where. WcAvill ; fathers were man-stcalcrs. Some of tlicm did not 
not so vote. If you choose to make yourselves I personally participate, but they stood by and said 
responsible for the possible — not probable — exist- j never a word for [)Oor Africa. An advocate of the 
encc of slavery, (established by no vote of yours, ' doctrine of national sins among you ought to go 
' igainst your advice,) but possibly to exist as : into sackcloth and aslfes, on account of this ini- 
niay imagine, for the want of a previous ; quiiy of our fathers. 

iciion, which, if enacted, would be void fori When, by importations, and by sending ofl' her 
\vnni of constitutional authority, and wliich ' own houselmld slaves to be sold at the South, the 
Id l)e open to repeal by Congress, or by the; market was fully supplied, so that tlic ordinary 
act of the people interested, — why , all we have to ; increase of population would forever keep the 
say is, that, on this one subject, you have marvel- ; South full of slaves, and no more money could be 
ously susceptible consciences. God give you equal ' made out of the slave trade. New England began 
susceptibility on matters of personal morality, and | to grow moral. In process of tin^e, the slave trade 
emotion of heart and life. j was forbidden by the common consent of the South 

1 say, we arc the majority; and if you cannot ; and the North, 
keep tliat hor.sc of yours at home, for home service, I Now, if New England would go to the southern 
we will not " read you out;" but we will say to slaveholders and say, "Our f^ther-s stole men, 
you, in all kindness, that it were best you should women, and cliildrrtn in Africa, brought them 
join yourselves to the abolitionists. They are an to this country, and sold them to your fathers; in 
ambitious party, and will receive you, asking no ; those dark days this was deemed to be right; l^ut 
questions, provided you will profess the " one now God requires all men everywhere to rcjicnt, 
idea," and give them your votes. i We are. constrained to admit that our fathers were 

In the name of those who sent me here, 1 have piratical thieves, and that your fathers were no 



spoken tlie result *)f our political lucubrations in 
Hoosierland. If you do not like it, there is no 
harm done. We charge yon nothing for it, 

I have a few words to say, as of myself, and 
without any special instruction; thou;;h I judge 
perfectly in accordance with the views of those 
who sent me here. 

1 wish t(t show, not only that ther#is no occasion 
for the angry discussimi nf matters appertaining to 
slavery, but moreover that there is no one section 
of this Union whose people have any rii^ht to 



better, for they were receivers. We must do 
right, let what will come of it. The full price 
' wiiich your fathers paid to our fathers tV-r the ne- 
groes has built up our cities and factories, and sent 
our sails to be filled l.>y every bree/.e of heiiven. 
Von, too, have derived profits. Your slaves have 
I increased in number rather more than they have 
dccroiisod in value. We must emancipate thc-'e 
shivcs. We will tax ourselves, and pay you'lialf 
pi ice tor your slaves, and let them go free;" — I 
should spciik well for her honesty and fairness. 



assume the attitude of censors on the subject of New I:'.iig!and forgets ail the past. She forgeis 



slavery, and deal out reprnofs, rejiroaclies, and 
analhenuis upon those who hold slaves, and do S(» 
conscientiously. 

New England and Old England instituted slavery 
in the colonics before the Revolution. While New 
England could take rum, and guns, and gunpow- 
der to Africa and barter ihcni for negroes; take 



evi'u so much of the )H-escnt as docs not .sustain 
her position. She forgets that the present genera- 
tion of slaveluddcrs are neither thieves nor receiv- 
ers; that slavery descended to them, and is fixed 
upon them l)y laws and circumstances proiiibiting 
their sudden repeal or modification. She forgets 
that her sons are "sharp at a bargain," and are 
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as much controlled by interest as any other people. I I say to him, ticro, my friend, take thia «' dough- 
She tor'et!! that mighty interests are invoivcil in \f(tce." The "/wee" you may dispose of at your 
this slavery i^ucstion, and expects ihe South to be j pleasure; but take good care of the " dougiu" It 
as sacrifu'.i'n'Hy mora! as she herself is when in- 1 will make a most appropriate conscience and creed 
tciest and morality do not conflict. She cannot | for the univer.sal Whig party, as rcjiresentod in its 
ask or force the South to emancipate. But she i head men, politicians, and general olio material, 
asks the South to sul)mit to laws or policy which j composed of New England Federalism, southern 
will keep the volume of shivery forever pent uj> \ and western Whigcry, and seasoned with aboli- 
wiihin its present bounds, so as to force emanci- ' lionism in the northern and western cpiartcr.'i.^to 
nation by circumstances, and as the result of the j exactly suit the taste of" all inquiring friends." 
unhappy condition of both master and slave. How j \nd, sir, should any honorable member, calhng 
would iS"ew Engltuid take it, if the South were to : himself a Democrat, liave occasion to use thntepi- 
dcmand that some great iu)rihern interest should | thet as applicable to me, I hope he will give mo 
be thus strangled? i notice, so that I may give him my attention. 

New En"-land also demands such legislation as i Thcii, if when he comes to the end of the sentence, 
shall admit" of no other interpretation than as a ! or paragraph, in which he uses the epithet, he will, 
national sentence against the practice of holding ! in conformity with the usual courtesy here, yield 
slaves. The South will not quarrel with any mora!- ; me the floor for exactly a minute and a half, I 
ist who will, in ordinary speech, or writing, con- ! will, without olVcnce, citlicr give him an aiis\vcr, 
demn iliem on this point. But to ask them to sub- or tell a true story which will stand for an answer, 
mil to a national sentence, solemnly voted, and ; Mr. Speaker, my constiiuenl.s have been expect- 
recorded, in the form of an act of Congress, is ask- \ ing me to make a. war speech. But I have defer- 
ing what neither southern nor any other human ' red doing so, lost I might retard the passage of 
nalure can endure. The fact is, New England is j bills providing for carrying on the war. After the 
not very charitable— does not "hope the best { treaty shall be ratified, or, that failing, after tho 
things." New England is a very great part of the | necessary bills for "carrying on the war shall have 
worfd.' Her people are a great peo[)le. They err, ; passed, I v/ill, it" I can obtain the floor, m;ike a war 
however, in other respects as well as in repenting j speech, expressive of my views upon the war and 
of their neighbor's sins. They aflect to act as the i all incidental topics. But, at present, I prefer 
viceirerentsf of Providence, in reference to the | voting to speaking; and nothing would have tempt- 
slnvcry question. God governs the world. I rov- i ed me to speak now, but that I saw that about so 
ercnce New England — especially New Hampshire i much time would, in any event, be occupied by 
and Maine, whTch have not yet been permanently | this discussion, and I thought I might as well oc- 
ovcrrun with the spirit of self-righteousness and i cupy the floor as a better man. Besides, sir, I 
vicarious repentance; but 1 scarce expect to be in- I think that members from the northern slave States 
vited within her borders to make political speeches, | and the southern free States, where the people are 
and bedined and feted. No o(hls! Tiie blood of her j not stark staring mad on this subject, but have all 
Barbersand Watsons is in my veins. God bless her. ! their sober senses about them, ought to take the 
New York does not consider liersclf a part of { floor whenever tiiis subject comes up, and keep the 
ew England, though partially so considered in my | peace between the anti-slavery sons of the Pilgrims 



country,1)ci:ausethebluodof ilie Yankeehasahnost and the Cavaliers, to each of whom this subject 
entirely displaced that of the Knickerbocker. | seems to be one on which they delight to " pile up 

New York 'uvts a great State. It has, however, ; the agony." 
adopted— in part, at least — such opinions in refer- ' Occasionally I hear, in di,?cussions and cnnver- 
enec to slavery as are impracticable and iiiconsist- ' xations, tlircats of adissolulion of the Union. The.se 
ent with the "unity of the Democratic party, and , threats generally come from New England, or from 
thus millifuid herselfasa Democratic Stale. ' Neb- ; the slave States on the Atlantic slope. _ From this, 
uchadnc/./.ar wns a great monarch. But he went ' one might infer that some of the old thirteen Sta!e.s 
mad and v.-as turned out lo grass. The low diet [ have been sveddcd so long, and experienced so 
proved salutary, and his rea.son retun-.cd. I be- i many family jars, as to have become disjiosed to 
licve I am prepared to turn New York oiii to gras!5. | trifle with their marriage vow. In the middle and 
Formerly, when New York spoke, 1 made a sign i western States a very difl'erent feeling prevails, 
to the Hoosiers to listen. But now it speaks so ; In the West, we consider the Union our ai.i.. New 
strangely, that I say to it, Signor Benedict! 1 ' England ami the Atlantic slave States are far apart;' 
won(ieryou will bctalkingso. Noone mindsyou." j and we liopc and believe that their mutual oijjur- 
Mr, Speaker, during hist Congress I repeatedly | gations amount to no more than a scolding-match 
heard the epithet " (/oi(g-/j-/l(cc" flung out here — [between two querulous parties separated by an 
aimed, as I understood it, at Democrats from the | impassable barrier. We arc that barrier. AVc 
free Slates who advocate opinions such as 1 have '■ gue.ss there will be no fight; but, if there be one, 
to-day expressed. Something of the same kind, i we are aware, that uiiless we of the middle and 
if I mistake not, has fallen from the lips of one or i western States take decided and higii ground, our 
tvro members during the present session. When an \ territory will be the "debatable ground'' of ana- 
abolitionist takes occasion to be smart in that way, ■ tional passage at arms, as it now is of the slavery 
I have no serious answer for him. | never hold J agitation; and thus we shall be victimized in war 
any grave discussion with any of them, because as we now are in politics. We shall lamely sub- 
their discussions ruri too much into rant and dccia- i mil to nothing of the sort. It amuses us to hear 
mation for an old-fashioned platform Democrat, | sons, who acknowledge that their fathers were 
such as I am. When a Whig aims to be racy by thieves, twit others witli being the sons ol" receivers 
callins: namc^ — dou'jk-f'ace'" — I do not hurl it ; or accessaries after the fact, and to hear these last 

'li • li» I'll" ■ 



back In his face with unutterable scorn. No, .sir! 
I have no unutterable scorn. I can alway.s give 
expression to as much of tiiat passion or sentiment 
(which is it?) as 1 feci. I simply hand it back to 
nim, with the good-natured disregard of a man 
oonscious of rectitude and of patriotic motives, and 



rutj into a defence of that for which their most le- 
gitimate justification is, that they cannot help them- 
selves. We do not believe that either mean half 
they say. But just .show us that you are in earnest, 
and I give you notice, on behalf of those who are 
victimized by your unreasonable political squab- 



bies, that when you dissolve the Union, you shall 
not survey a boundary line through or near our 
borders. We of the middle and western States j 
v.'ill .slick to both of you like leeches. You, who i 
are so bu.sy fomenting discoiuenlii! on this subject, I 
tnay secede from the Union in v/elconio, and you i 
will not be much nii.ssed. But divide the Union ! 
you shall not ! Wk savkar it ! And if you talk 
about a fight, I give you notice that you'cniuiot i 
nuikc the territory of the middle States your battle- j 
field. If you refuse us surclie.s for the peace, ami | 
go to loggerheads, you may catch a joint pummel- ^ 
ing at our hands. AVe are the backbone of the . 
Union, we would have you to know. A dissolu- ; 
tion of tlie Union v;ou!d ruin us; and we are re- ' 
Kolvcd not to be ruined. The southern free States, : 
tlie northern slave States, and the Mississippi val- ' 
ley, can jog nUuig together comfortably. They; 
cannot and will not do without the union of (he ' 
States. The middle States are waking up, and i 
beginning to understand this slavery agitation, i 
The western Stales hear the Union threatened, i 
and feci " wolfy." So look' out, Messrs. Pilgrim : 
and Cavalier, or you will hear thunder ! \ 
I have a few words to say to these sariie cava- ; 
her.s, and I v/ill cease to speak. Your fathers wore | 
the receivers of stolen property. No decent man ' 
will rej'iroach you with that. The ultra Calvinism I 
which construes literally, and in a damning sense, • 
the declaration that " the fathers have eaten sour | 
grapes, and the children's teeth arc .set on edge," : 
cannot now be fou'.id, except in the study of some : 
D. D., or in some other dark corner of the earth, i 
In the studies of the ordinary parochial clergy- i 
man, or circuit preacher, it is not now generally ■ 
to i>e found. Slaveliolding is fixed upon you by ' 
umstances much more stubborn than are your \ 
e laws. The Pilgrim Fathers stole this prop- ' 
', and sold it to your fathers. Their sons, tiow- I 
lys — .some of them — think to m'ake atonement i 
tlic larceny of their fathers, by stealing l)ack 1 
some of the increase of this same property. Such 
is their notion. Besides, having repented of all 
their own .sins, relieved all the distress in their 
own vicinity, ami acquired all possible m.ora! | 
knowledge, they mi.s.sionate with a view to find j 
sins to be repented of, distress to be relieved, and ; 
ignorance to be enlightened. They find you in pos- I 
session of slaves, in thecourscoftlieirchantableper- - 
ambulations, and come to the conclusion that in this I 
you are wrong. Located at a distance from you, • 
they do not naturally come into a knowledge of the ! 
peculiar circumstances which make it impossible ! 
for you to relieve yourselves of this evil. Instead ; 
of making the matter a fjubjcct of friendly remon- ' 
strancc to you personally, they hold meetings at a : 
distance, and resolve and declaim against you, and 
send m;u!men or bigots to the national councils to 
(igiiate and denounce. If your slaves run ofTtothem, ' 
tiiey hide them. Sometimes emissaries con)e from 
among i!iem,and steal your slaves. All iliis is very 
provoking. If loud complaining would cure tiie \ 
evil,l would say, shout yourcom|)laints. Butiiddes ' 
no good. These circumstances are as stubborn as . 
are the circumstances which fix slaveliolding upon 
you. All the non-shivcholding States and pcoj?!o 
are not arrayed against you. Many even of these 
who, by their sermons, speeches, and conversa- ; 
tion.'s, encoiu-age the larcenic? of which you com- | 
plain, do not mean to produce that elTe(it. Tiiose in • 
the non-slavcholding States, who understand the 
matter, and are prepared to sustain all your rights, 
have no special or personal interest in doing so, 
and arc therefore rather sluggish in moving: while 
they who are against you, like all men more or less 



imbued with any "single idea, "arc active, energet- 
ic, and ubiquitous. These, also, are circumstances 
which no ciVorts of yours can modify. Your best 
reliance is upon the Constitution, and those who 
judicially administer it. It is not always an indi- 
cation that the people of a Congrcs.sional district 
arc unconstitutionally hostile to your iniercst.s, 
tliat tlieir representative here promulgcs unconsti- 
tutional dogmas. The advocates of the " one idea" 
are, as I have said, active, energetic, and ubiqui- 
tous. They are, moreover, Jesuitical, in the bad 
sense of the term. Filly of them, who do not 
openly act wiih the aljolilionists, will do wonders 
ill a Congressional district. If their representative 
here does his duty to the Union, by speaking and 
voting against their o[)inions, they know how to 
attack him. Su]>pressing the true reason of their 
hostility, tliey will unitedly and simultaneously 
throw into circulation considerations, true or false, 
or partly both, calculated to produce general im- 
pressions against him. AV^ith mucli personal pop- 
ularity, and general acquaintance with the pco])lc 
of his district, he may sustain himself for a time; 
but, in the end, he will probably fall, (not getier- 
ally, liowever, to be succeeded by a man of " one 
idea,") and he, and he only, will know the dirty 
agcticy which has subverted him. A politician who 
ihiidcs only of achieving an election; who under- 
values his personal inde[)eiidence; and who either 
knows not of, or cares not for, the mi.schief his 
course will work to the Union, to his political party, 
and to the States, will generally coiidcsccnd to give 
some sort of assurance to the prot'essors of the 
" one idea," to secure, their active services in pro- 
ducing his nomination and election. When he 
corncs here, he must redeem it. The mass of his 
constituents, who disapprove of his votes or course, 
having many ideas, do not lay much stress'on ilic 
matter. They may write to him, expressing their 
regret, and there will end their m.ovemcnt, gen- 
erally, but not aKvays. On the other hand', the 
" one idea" puts into requisition all its powers to 
stistaln its rej-irescntutive. From this account of 
the matter, you will ^perceive iiow it is that the 
number of the representatives of the " one idea," 
nominally belonging to other parlies, fluctuates as 
it does. I have said that not more than thirty or 
forty of the Democrats (so called) of my district 
are of the *' one-idea" school. Many of them arc 
known only to myself. Each one of them 1 knov/ 
for my sworn enemy, politically. They have been, 
are, and will continue to be, active, energetic, and 
ubiquitous. 

In this state of circumstances, the Democrats of 
the South will .see the propriety of living '* by 
faith," and not " by sight." Things arc not al- 
ways as they appear. !n the middle and western 
Democratic Stales, public opinion is, in the main, 
sound on the subject I am speaking of. State legis- 
lation, olTensive to the rights and feelings of i!;e 
slaveholder, instead of being an index of public 
opinion, is generally the result of the activity, en- 
ergy, and ubiquity of the men of " one idea," and 
of the apathy and inattention of others. At all 
events, 1 respectfully suggest to southern men the 
propriety of not permitting the presentation of a few 
])ciitions, the ofl'ering of a resolution, or the speech 
of a man they call "fanatic, "to throw them into fits. 

Mr. Speaker, I doubt not it will be said that I 
have made a very imprudent speech. I answer, 
that when 1 took up my pen to write this .sjieech, 
I took leave of prudence. Itis "a rascally virtue," 
as ordinarily exercised and exerted. 1 have called 
to my aid a higher virtue. I have written and 
spoken muler the inspiration of truth. 



